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GARDEN CITY OF GOOD AND EVIL 
We’re all in this together
By Max Olesen | Published: JANUARY 24, 2013

The latest round of byelections this past November mimicked the lead of the last
federal election – their results were surprising, and proved that Canada’s electorate
is not as predictable as it was once assumed.

November’s trio of federal byelections in the ridings of Victoria, Calgary Centre,
and Durham managed to both produce surprising results and maintain the status
quo. The Conservatives held onto their seats in Alberta and Ontario, and the
NDP, the Official Opposition, kept theirs in British Columbia. But in Calgary Centre
and Victoria, the victory parties of the Conservatives and the NDP had their punch
peed in. In Calgary Centre the Liberals took second place with showing of 32.7 per
cent, to the Conservatives’ 36.9 per cent, but the real surprise was the 25.7 per
cent third place showing by the Green Party.
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While a sizeable third place showing for the eco-politics of the Green Party in the
heart of Canada’s oil country might be strange enough brew, in Victoria it was more
of a genuine shock. Victoria is a riding the NDP has held federally since 2006. This
time out, however, with 39,130 out of 88,886 possible electors casting their
vote, the NDP’s Murray Rankin came close to getting smoked, with the NDP earning
just 37.2 per cent of the vote to Donald Galloway of the Green Party’s 34.3 per
cent.

The startling results of the federal byelection could trickle down to the upcoming
provincial election in B.C. with Elizabeth May already holding a seat from Saanich-
Gulf Islands, is Victoria set to be the launching pad of the Greens into Canadian
politics? Can these strong federal showings translate into an electoral success for
the Green Party on a provincial level?

These questions will form a major thread in the narrative of this May’s B.C. provincial
election, and Andrew Weaver is betting the electorate will answer “Green:” “[The
Green Party] offers fresh ideas and a promise to work towards the reclamation of
our parliamentary democracy,” Weaver says. “One only needs to look at the
recent byelection results in Calgary and Victoria to see the evidence for these
statements.”

In 2013’s field of aspirants to public office, Andrew Weaver is an especially tall
poppy. Weaver is the B.C. Green Party’s candidate in the riding of Oak Bay-Gordon
Head. He grew up in Victoria, and currently serves as Landsdowne professor
and Canada Research chairperson at the University of Victoria. He also won the
2007 Nobel Peace Prize as part of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change,
sharing the prize with Al Gore.

So why abandon those lofty heights for the gritty world of provincial politics? This
year isn’t the first that Andrew Weaver has waded into politics. In the 2009 B.C.
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year isn’t the first that Andrew Weaver has waded into politics. In the 2009 B.C.
election Weaver endorsed Gordon Campbell and the B.C. Liberals, calling the former
premier’s leadership on the environment “visionary and courageous,” and urging
“anyone who cares about our planet…to support leaders like Gordon Campbell.”

In 2011, Weaver gave his endorsement to Tom Mulcair at the federal level, appearing
with the NDP leader at a Vancouver press conference, and stating, “Canada needs a
prime minister who recognizes that a healthy economy does not have to come
at the expense of a healthy environment.”

While these endorsements might seem contradictory, Weaver is not a believer in
strong partisan association: “To many of these people [in Oak Bay-Gordon Head],
the most important issue is not the political party you are running for, but rather the
quality and integrity of the candidate running.”

The Green Party has often been seen as a vote-splitter. For Weaver, however, such
concerns are mere puffery: “Vote-splitting is a red herring; people are looking for a
new way of governing.”

In the particular case of the Oak Bay-Gordon Head riding, Weaver is even more
certain that the vote-splitting argument is misleading. “I do not believe my
candidacy will split the vote. Let’s take a look at the Oak Bay-Gordon Head riding.
Only 67 per cent of voters bothered to cast a ballot last election. 12,731 people did
not vote. That number is greater than both votes received by [Liberal] Ida Chong
(11,877) and [NDP’s] Jessica Van der Veen (11,316).”

Weaver, unconcerned about vote splitting, also does not shy away from his past
endorsements across party lines. “I have a long history of working with political
leaders from across the political spectrum both in Canada and abroad,” he says. “I
have always supported good policy and good people; I will not oppose policy simply
because another party came up with the idea.”
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« AN INORDINATE FONDNESS FOR BEETLES 
What in the world is biodiversity?

ADVENTURES IN HOLLYWEIRD 
Chasing my perpetual Ferris Bueller »

The polls so far indicate the NDP is set to win a majority of seats in the B.C.
legislature, and despite his endorsement of the current federal NDP leader, Weaver
has been a longtime critic of the B.C. NDP’s environmental policies. In 2009 he was
quoted as saying, “The NDP’s so-called environmental platform is regressive
and counter-productive.” This concern has not faded in 2013: “I’ve been following
what’s happening in B.C. and I’m concerned that with an NDP landslide, the
environment will fall to the wayside. The [B.C.] NDP lost a lot of credibility in this
portfolio during the last provincial election campaign with their cynical axe-the-tax
campaign.”

Despite his passion for politics, and his commitment to standing for election, Weaver
doesn’t see a seat in the B.C. Legislature as the end of the road for him. Crediting
Elizabeth May as “an inspiration” Weaver says, “I’m not doing this to make a career
out of politics; rather I’m stepping up to make a difference.”
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